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Keiko The Untold Story

Plays in Miami as part of the 2011 IMADA Conference

(MIAMI, FL) Keiko The Untold Story will play in Miami as a featured presentation of the International Marine Animal Defenders Association (IMADA) Conference.  Screening twice on Wednesday, September 21st at O Cinema (90 NW 29th Street) at 6:00 pm and 8:00 pm, Keiko The Untold Story highlights the successful rescue, rehab, and release of KEIKO, the most famous captive orca whale in the world. Noted conservationist Pete Bethune will join Filmmaker and Director Theresa Demarest at the film’s showing and the two will conduct a Q&A after the screening. 

EVENT SYNOPSIS: From September 17-23, 2011, Earthrace Conservation and SaveLolita.com are convening the 1st IMADA ‘Shadow Conference’ – a series of high profile events and global actions to educate the public, galvanize marine activists/advocates, and attract worldwide attention to the truth about marine mammal entertainment captivity. The IMADA conference is a coalition of individuals and organizations that defend marine animals from capture, captivity, abuse, and neglect. 

FILM SYNOPSIS AND AWARDS: At no time in recent history has a captive mammal garnered so much attention as Keiko, the orca star of the 1993 hit film, “Free Willy.” That film’s success, partnered with growing public interest in animals held in captivity, launched a crusade that called for Keiko’s release into the wild. The result: a multi-million dollar project that spanned four countries, weathered endless controversy and lasted nearly a decade. Through first-hand accounts by the marine mammal experts charged with his care, Keiko The Untold Story follows Keiko, his life, his legacy and the untold story of his extraordinary years in Iceland and Norway. The question of whether the mission was a success continues to fuel a worldwide debate regarding the fate of the other orcas who remain in captivity. This film asks the audience to follow Keiko and decide for themselves. The film has already garnered critical acclaim and success at film festivals across the country including: 

Winner Best Director and Audience Favorite – First Glance Hollywood Film Festival

Award of Merit (Feature Documentary) Indie Fest Competition

CINE, Golden Eagle Award

Winner Best Documentary, Best Editor and Best Director – American International Film Festival

Award of Excellence - The Accolade Film, Television, New Media & Videography Awards 

DIRECTOR AND EXPERT AT THE SCREENING: Portland, Oregon Filmmaker and Director Theresa Demarest will be in attendance for the premiere. The mission of the conference is very important to the filmmaker and shares common goals of her own film. In a recent interview Theresa states: ‘Keiko’s release back to his home waters in the North Atlantic have often been reported as a miserable failure of a project. The question of whether or not the project was successful continues to fuel a worldwide debate regarding the fate of the other ocras still in captivity. My film asks the audience to follow Keiko and let the audience decide for themselves.”   An audience member who saw the film at the Portland, OR premier wrote on the film’s facebook page last week:  “Your film is fantastic, I'm thrilled to finally see it. Everyone around me was cheering and laughing - then crying - than smiling again. How wonderful to know that Keiko had a good quality of life for his last years. And what a legacy - cessation of trapping in Iceland, raised awareness of the plight of orcas in captivity, and proof that a captive orca can be returned to the wild. Here's hoping there's a chance for Morgan and Lolita, Corky, Kshemank, Tilicum, and so many others...”
Also in attendance for the Q&A session will be New Zealand conservationist Pete Bethune and former captain of the Ady Gil (formerly Earthrace). Peter is the holder of the world record for the fastest trip around the world in the bio-fuel powered vessel when it was then named Earthrace. The same ship was later renamed Ady Gil and was eventually involved with the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society. Peter Bethune was captain of the Ady Gil until it was sunk after a collision with a Japanese whaling vessel during a Sea Shepard sponsored expedition to prevent the capture and slaughter of whales. See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bbuq0YEIPNU  and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dXCR9LX-Kc.

Keiko The Untold Story recently premiered in Portland, Oregon to a packed house and excellent reviews and has won many awards and Official Selection Laurels in its USA Film Festival run. For more information on the IMADA conference, visit their website at http://earthrace.net/imada.  For more information about Keiko The Untold Story see: http://www.keikotheuntoldstory.com.
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